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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Rusch 
(US Patent #6,801,777). 

(Claim 1 discloses) a method for dynamically switching between network 
protocols, the method comprising: conducting network communications from a client 
system via a first network protocol (Rusch shows a connection to the first network is 
made (Figure 2, column 6, lines 39-41 and 55-65).); receiving, in the client system, 
performance data for the first network protocol (Rusch shows the device receives 
performance information regarding the network (column 6, lines 39-54).); receiving, in 
the client system, performance data for a second network protocol available to the client 
system (Rusch shows the devices receives data for other networks (column 6, lines (39- 
54).); receiving from a user a ranking of one or more performance factors displayed to 
the user to be used in determining whether to dynamically switch between network 
protocols (Rusch shows a user provides preferences or ranking of performance factors 
to the wireless device such as a laptop or PDA which includes a display and are used in 
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determining whether to dynamically to make a switch (column 2, lines 27-41 and column 
5, line 55— column 6, line 11); while conducting network communications with the first 
network protocol, automatically determining whether switching from the first network 
protocol to the second network protocol would improve performance for the client 
system based at least on the user's ranking of the one or more performance factors; 
(Rusch shows the device monitors the connections and makes a determination to 
switch networks utilizing the user's ranking of performance factors (column 6, line 55 - 
column 7, line 6).); and in response to determining that switching to the second network 
protocol would cause improved performance for the client system, automatically 
switching from the first network protocol to the second network protocol (Rusch shows a 
automatic switch between the networks is made (column 6, lines 10-12, and column 6, 
line 66 - column 7, line 6)). 

(Claim 2 discloses) the method of claim 1 , wherein the first network protocol and 
second network protocol comprise a wireless network protocol selected from the group 
consisting of 802.1 1a, 802.11b and 802.1 1g (Rusch shows the capability to use the 
IEEE wireless standards (column 2, lines 52-55)). 

(Claim 3 discloses) the method of claim 1 , further comprising: receiving, in the 
client system, performance data for a third network protocol available to the client 
system (Rusch shows the device receives information on various networks available 
(column 6, lines 39-54).); while conducting network communications with the first 
network protocol automatically determining whether switching from the first network 
protocol to the third network protocol would improve performance for the client system 
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(Rusch shows the device monitors the connections and makes a determination to 
switch networks (column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6).); and in response to determining 
that switching to the third network protocol would cause improved performance for the 
client system, automatically switching from the first network protocol to the third network 
protocol (Rusch shows a automatic switch between the networks is made (column 6, 
lines 10-12, and column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6)). 

(Claim 4 discloses) the method of claim 1 , further comprising: determining that 
switching to the second network protocol would cause improved performance based on 
energy consumption for the client system (Rusch shows the device makes a switch 
based on power consumption (column 5, line 55 - column 6, line 12).); and switching 
from the first network protocol to the second network protocol (Rusch shows the device 
switches networks (column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6)). 

(Claim 5 discloses) the method of claim 1 , further comprising: storing 
performance data for the first network protocol and second network protocol in the client 
system (Rusch shows the system processor obtains and stores performance data for 
the networks (column 3, lines 45-65 and column 5, lines 1-3).); and accessing the 
performance data for the first network protocol and second network protocol (Rusch 
shows the data obtained is used by the device (column 3, lines 45-65, and column 5, 
lines 1-3)). 

(Claim 6 discloses) the method of claim 1 , wherein performance data for the first 
network protocol and second network protocol comprises signal quality data (Rusch 
shows quality of service data for the network is stored (column 3, lines 45-65)). 
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(Claim 7 discloses) the method of claim 1 , wherein performance data for the first 
network protocol and second network protocol comprises signal strength data (Rusch 
shows quality of service data for the network is stored (column 3, lines 45-65)). 

(Claim 8 discloses) an information handling system for dynamically switching 
between network protocols, the information handling system comprising: a user 
interface configured to receive from a user a ranking of one or more performance 
factors displayed to the user to be used in determining whether to dynamically switch 
between network protocols (Rusch shows a user provides preferences or ranking of 
performance factors to the wireless device such as a laptop or PDA which includes a 
display and are used in determining whether to dynamically to make a switch (column 2, 
lines 27-41 and column 5, line 55 — column 6, line 11); a receiver module including logic 
instructions stored in computer-readable media and operable to receive 
communications governed by at least two network protocols (Rusch shows receiving 
communications from networks (Figure 1 , 106).); a performance data module including 
logic instructions stored in computer-readable media and associated with the receiver 
module, the performance data module operable to obtain network performance data for 
the at least two network protocols (Rusch shows the device monitors the connections 
and makes a determination to switch networks (column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6).); 
and a dynamic switching module including logic instructions stored in computer- 
readable media and associated with the performance data module, the dynamic 
switching module operable to monitor performance data and determine whether to 
dynamically switch between network protocols based at least on the network 
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performance data and the user's ranking of the one or more performance factors 
(Rusch shows the device monitors the connections and makes a determination and 
automatically switches networks utilizing the user's ranking of performance factors 
(column 6, line 55 - column 7, line 6)). 

(Claim 9 discloses) the information handling system of claim 8, further comprising 
a performance data storage module operable to store performance data, the 
performance data storage module associated with the performance data module and 
the dynamic switching module (Rusch shows the obtained network performance data is 
stored (Figure 1, column 5, lines 1-3)). 

(Claim 10 discloses) the information handling system of claim 9, wherein the 
performance data storage module further comprises at least one register, the at least 
one register operable to store performance data (Rusch shows the data is stored in a 
storage element (column 5, lines 1-3)). 

(Claim 1 1 discloses) the information handling system of claim 8, wherein the 
dynamic switching module further comprises: a network protocol setting module 
operable to identify wireless communications according to the at least two network 
protocols (Rusch shows receiving communications from networks (Figure 1, 106).); a 
performance data comparison module operable to compare performance data for the at 
least two network protocols, and determine if switching to a second network protocol 
would improve network performance (Rusch shows the device monitors the connections 
and makes a determination to switch networks (column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6).); 
and the dynamic switching module operable to switch to a second network protocol if 
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the performance data comparison module determines that switching to a second 
network protocol would cause improved performance (Rusch shows a automatic switch 
between the networks is made (column 6, lines 10-12, and column 6, line 66 - column 7, 
line 6)). 

(Claim 12 discloses) the information handling system of claim 8, wherein the at 
least two network protocols comprise wireless network protocols selected from the 
group consisting of 802.11a, 802.11b and 802.1 1g (Rusch shows the capability to use 
the IEEE wireless standards (column 2, lines 52-55)). 

(Claim 13 discloses) the information handling system of claim 8, wherein the 
performance data module further comprises a signal quality indicator operable to 
monitor signal quality associated with communications according to each of the at least 
two network protocols (Rusch shows quality of service data for the network is stored 
(column 3, lines 45-65)). 

(Claim 14 discloses) the information handling system of claim 8, wherein the 
performance data module further comprises a signal strength indicator operable to 
monitor received signal strength of communications according to each of the at least 
two network protocols (Rusch shows quality of service data for the network is stored 
(column 3, lines 45-65)). 

(Claim 15 discloses) a wireless network access card for dynamically switching 
between network protocols, the wireless network access card comprising: a 
performance data receiver module, operable to receive performance data for 
communications according to at least two network protocols (Rusch shows the device 
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receives data from the networks (Figure 1, 106).); and a dynamic switching module 
associated with the performance data receiver module, the dynamic switching module 
operable to monitor and compare performance data of at least two network protocols 
and determine whether to dynamically switch network protocols based on performance 
data based at least on user rankings of one or more performance factors received from 
a user (Rusch shows the device monitors the connections and makes a determination 
and automatically switches networks utilizing the user's ranking of performance factors 
(column 6, lines 1 0-1 2 and column 6, line 55 - column 7, line 6)). 

(Claim 16 discloses) the wireless network access card of claim 15, the dynamic 
switching module further comprising: a network protocol setting module operable to 
identify wireless communications according to the at least two network protocols (Rusch 
shows receiving communications from networks (Figure 1, 106).); a performance data 
comparison module operable to compare performance data for the at least two network 
protocols and determine if switching to a second network protocol would improve 
performance (Rusch shows the device monitors the connections and makes a 
determination to switch networks (column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6).); and the 
dynamic switching module operable to switch to a second network protocol if the 
performance data comparison module determines that switching to a second network 
protocol would cause improved performance (Rusch shows a automatic switch between 
the networks is made (column 6, lines 10-12, and column 6, line 66 - column 7, line 6)). 

(Claim 17 discloses) the wireless network access card of claim 15, further 
comprising at least one storage register, the at least one storage register associated 
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with the performance data receiver module and the dynamic switching module and 
operable to receive performance data from the performance data receiver module and 
provide performance data to the dynamic switching module (Rusch shows the obtained 
network performance data is stored in a storage element (Figure 1 , column 5, lines 1- 
3)). 

(Claim 18 discloses) the wireless network access card of claim 15, wherein the 
performance data receiver module further comprises: a signal quality indicator operable 
to monitor signal quality associated with communications according to each of the at 
least two network protocols (Rusch shows quality of service data which can include 
signal quality for the network is stored (column 3, lines 45-65).); and a signal strength 
indicator operable to monitor received signal strength associated with communications 
according to each of the at least two network protocols (Rusch shows quality of service 
data which can include signal strength for the network is stored (column 3, lines 45-65)). 

(Claim 19 discloses) the wireless network access card of claim 15, wherein the at 
least two network protocols comprise wireless network protocols selected from the 
group consisting of 802.11a, 802.11b and 802.1 1g (Rusch shows the capability to use 
the IEEE wireless standards (column 2, lines 52-55)). 

(Claim 20 discloses) the wireless network access card of claim 15, further 
comprising a receiver module operable to receive communications governed by the at 
least two network protocols (Rusch shows the devices receives data for various 
networks (column 6, lines (39-54)). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 29, 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant asserts the prior art does not teach receiving from a user a ranking of 
one or more performance factors displayed to the user to be used in determining 
whether to dynamically switch between network protocols and automatically determining 
whether switching from the first network protocol to the second network protocol would 
improve performance for the client system based at least on the user's ranking of the 
one or more performance factors. The Examiner respectfully disagrees, Rusch shows a 
user provides preferences or ranking of performance factors to the wireless device such 
as a laptop or PDA which includes a display and are used in determining whether to 
dynamically to make a switch, the selections are made by the user ranking quality 
preferences by selecting one preference or taking precedence over the other selections 
available (column 2, lines 27-41 and column 5, line 55— column 6, line 1 1 ) and the 
device monitors the connections and makes a determination to switch networks utilizing 
the user's ranking of performance factors (column 6, line 55 - column 7, line 6). 
Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Gillis whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing F. Chan can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Brian J Gillis 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2441 

/B.J. Q.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2441 
8/26/2009 



/Larry D Donaghue/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



